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SUBJECT: PROTESTANT LEADERS MEET PRIME MINISTER 

1. AT THEIR REQUEST AMBASSADOR MET ON AUGUST 6 WITH 
EIGHT KEY MEMBERS OF PROTESTANT NATIONAL COUNCIL 

OF CHURCHES. AMONG OTHER THINGS THEY DISCUSSED THEIR 
MEETING WITH PRIME MINISTER ON EVENING AUGUST 5. 

DELEGATION INCLUDED REV. KIM KWAN SUK, 

SECRETARY GENERAL NCCC-K, AND REV. HAN KYUNG CHIK, 

ONE OF THE MOST RESPECTED SENIOR PROTESTANT CHURCH LEADERS. 

2. THE PROTESTANT LEADERS ASKED PRIMIN FOR RELEASE OF 
CHRISTIAN LEADERS AND END TO EMERGENCY MEASURES AND 
PRESENTED LETTER FOR TRANSMITTAL TO PRESIDENT PARK. 

THEY ALSO SOUGHT TO IMPRESS UPON PRIME MINISTER THE 
SERIOUSNESS OF REACTIONS TO KOREAN COURT MARTIAL 
TRIALS IN US, JAPAN, AND EUROPE AND 

CONSEQUENCE FOR KOREAN FOREIGN RELATIONS. 

3. PRIME MINISTER MINIMIZED EFFECT OF FOREIGN 
CRITICISM AND TOLD GUESTS THAT HE WAS CONFIDENT 
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KISSINGER ON HIS VISIT TO SEOUL HAD TOLD PRESIDENT 
PARK THAT US WANTED: (1) STRONG REGIME WITH STRONG 
LEADERSHIP WHICH COULD ASSURE STABILITY; (2) FRIENDLY 
RELATIONS WITH KOREA; AND (3) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
AND PROSPERITY. THEREFORE, PRESIDENT PARK'S INTERNAL 
POLITICAL POLICIES WERE IN LINE WITH SECRETARY 
KISSINGER'S POINTS. THIS RAISED QUESTION OF WHETHER 
US FAVORED POLITICAL ACTIONS TAKEN BY GOVERNMENT. 

AMBASSADOR HABIB POINTED OUT THAT US DOES NOT VIEW 

STABILITY AND STRONG REGIME AS SYNONYMOUS WITH ACCEPTANCE 

OR RECENT INTERNAL POLITICAL ACTIONS BY ROKG OR DENIAL 

OF HUMAN RIGHTS. THUS IMPRESSION OF USG SUPPORT FOR 

THOSE ASPECTS OF GOVERNMENT ACTIONS WHICH PRIME 

MINISTER HAD SOUGHT TO CONVEY WAS ERRONEOUS. AMBASSADOR 

CALLED RELIGIOUS LEADERS ATTENTION TO SECRETARY'S RECENT STATEMENT 

ON US POLICY TOWARD KOREA AND ALSO TO TESTIMONY BY 

ACTING ASSISTANT SECRETARY HUMMEL. 

4. WITH REGARD TO RELEASE OF PRISONERS OR ENDING 
EMERGENCY MEASURES, PRIME MINISTER TOLD GUESTS 

THAT DEMAND WAS PREMATURE. BEFORE FUTURE OF PRISONERS 
COULD BE PREVIEWED, COURTS MARTIAL TRIALS HAD TO RUN 
THEIR COURSE. WHILE ROKG IS SEEKING TO SPEED UP 
PROCESS, END OF TRIALS NOT FORESEEN BEFORE END OF 
AUGUST. 

5. REV. HAN TRIED TO CONVEY TO AMBASSADOR SENSE 
OF CHURCH LEADERS THAT WHILE THEIR INTENTION WAS 
NOT TOCDWDAWOAGZRMMD 

LQDYST 

T, THEY HAD TO FIND WAY 

TO BRING ABOUT CHANGES. HAN AVOIDED MENTION OF 
SPECIFIC FUTURE ACTION, BUT ENTIRE GROUP AGREED 
ON SERIOUSNESS OF CHURCH-STATE RELATIONS AS A RESULT 
OF CONVICTION OF CHRISTIAN LEADERS AND MOUNTING 
INFLEXIBILITY OF ROKG. HOWEVER AT THIS STAGE THEY 
STILL MAINTAIN SOME HOPE THAT SOLUTION LIES IN 
DIALOGUE AND NEGOTIATIONS WITH ROKG. 

6. OTHER AREA OF CONCERN OF VISITORS WAS THE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 SEOUL 05161 072301Z 

UNCERTAINTY CREATED IN THEIR MINDS AS TO US 
ATTITUDE TOWARD KOREA, IMPACT OF FRASER 
HEARINGS, AND PRESS COMMENTS ON US POLICY IN KOREA. 

ON ONE HAND THEY DID NOT WANT US TO WEAKEN 
COMMITMENT AND CONTRIBUTION OF FORCES AND AID TO 
KOREA SECURITY, BUT ON OTHER THEY ALSO HOPED CRITICAL 
PRESSURES BY CONGRESS, PRESS, AND USG WOULD BE 
MAINTAINED. THEY LOOKED TO FOREIGN PRESSURES AS 
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IMPORTANT FACTOR IN HELPING TO PERSUADE KOREAN 
GOVERNMENT TO UNDERTAKE POLITICAL REFORMS. 
HABIB 
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